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SCHOOL OF GRADUATE & 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Graduate Programs

Academic Administration
Dean Robin Bowen, Ed.D.

Assistant Dean Donna Calvert, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean James Millard, Ph.D.

Academic Advisor Terry Forge, B.P.S. 
Director, Master of 
Education Program Debra Pellegrino, Ed.D.

Chairperson, Master of 
Occupational Therapy Program Kris Vacek, OTD, OTR

Chairperson, Doctor of 
Physical Therapy Program Brian McKiernan, Ph.D., PT

Chairperson, Master of Science
in Communication Sciences 

and Disorders Program Shelly Chabon, Ph.D.

Rockhurst University’s School of Graduate and Professional Studies grants the Doctor of
Physical Therapy, Master of Education, Master of Occupational Therapy, and Master of
Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders degrees.  Close faculty-student interac-
tion and mentoring are hallmarks of a Rockhurst University graduate experience.

The Master of Education program has two tracks.  The first track provides the neces-
sary professional education coursework to meet initial teacher certification requirements in
elementary and secondary education in the state of Missouri.  The second track provides
an emphasis in literacy studies in the contemporary world.  Students participate in activi-
ties in the Literacy Center, which is housed at the university, allowing them to immedi-
ately apply program content.

In the Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Communication Sciences and
Disorders Programs, opportunities for interdisciplinary interactions between students and
faculty occur throughout the curricula.  An interdisciplinary perspective strengthens
understanding and collaboration among future colleagues in these health science profes-
sions.  These programs also provide opportunities for students to participate in collabora-
tive service projects that enable faculty, students, and other members of the Rockhurst
community to team with community agencies, fulfilling the institution’s mission in pro-
viding leadership in service to others.
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