
The 
Midwest 
Poets 
Series

 2011-2012

54
th

 S t
re

et

52nd  Street

Rockhurst Road

Troost

The Paseo

Forest

Forest

Tracy

Virginia

Lydia

Tracy

54th
 St

ree
t

53rd  Street

Loyola    P
ark

17  Student Activities Hall
18  Corcoran Residence Hall 
19  Lower Bourke Field  
20  Xavier-Loyola Residence Hall
21  Townhouse Village
22  Baseball Field
23  Softball Field
24  Tennis Courts
25  Jesuit Community
26  Campus Ministry Center
27  St. Francis Xavier Church
 

  1  Physical Plant Operations
  2  Greenlease Library
  3  Sedgwick Hall
  4  Mabee Theater
  5  Greenlease Art Gallery
  6  Conway Hall
  7  Massman Hall
  8  Van Ackeren Hall
  9  Tower and Pergola
10  Kinerk Commons
11  Science Center
12  McGee Residence Hall
13  Community Center &
      Security Department 
14  Mason-Halpin Fieldhouse
15  Convocation Center
16  Soccer Field/Upper Bourke Field
 

1

2 34

5

6 7

8 9
10

11 12

13

14 15

16

17
18

19 20

21

22

2324

27

25
26

Non-Profit 

Organization

U.S. Postage  

PAID

Kansas City, Mo.

Permit No. 782

The Center for Arts & Letters
1100 Rockhurst Road
Kansas City, MO 64110

October 20  •  Robert Bly

December 1  •  Michelle Boisseau    

January 26  •  Walter Bargen

March 22  •  Aliki Barnstone
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All parking lots, even those  
restricted, are open to  
Midwest Poets Series guests.
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2010-11
Brian Turner
Gjertrud  
   Schnackenberg
Kay Ryan
David Clewell

2009-10
Robert Pinsky
Mary Jo Bang
Beth Ann Fennelly
Ray Young Bear

2008-09
Charles Simic
Mia Leonin
Debra Marquart
B.H. Fairchild

2007-08
Willis Barnstone
Kim Addonizio
Major Jackson
Natasha Trethewey

2006-07
Ingrid de Kok
Heather McHugh
Donald Hall
Kevin Young

2005-06
Andrei Codrescu
Margot Livesey
Laura Kasischke
Paul Muldoon

2004-05
Thomas E. Kennedy
Terrance Hayes
Marilyn Kallet
Cornelius Eady

2003-04
Linda Pastan
David Baker
Albert Goldbarth

2002-03
Janet Burroway
Billy Collins
Quincy Troupe
Paulette Jiles

2001-02
Dennis Finnell
Maxine Kumin
Daniel Woodrell
John Balaban

2000-01
Marilyn Hacker
Robin Becker
Dorianne Laux

1999-2000
W.S. Merwin
Marilyn Nelson
Tim Seibles
Henry Taylor

1998-99
Mark Doty
David Lehman
Colleen J. McElroy
C. D. Wright

1997-98 
Yehuda Amichai
Li-Young Lee
Judith Ortiz Cofer
Joy Williams 

1996-97 
Amiri Baraka
Stephen Dunn
Carolyn Kizer
Amy Bloom

1995-96 
Yusef Komunyakaa
Ellen Bryant Voigt
Paule Marshall
Rosellen Brown

1994-95 
Eavan Boland
Alberto Ríos
William Matthews
Luisa Valenzuela

1993-94 
Gerald Stern
Lorrie Moore
Sven Birkerts
Jane Hirshfield

1992-93 
Philip Levine
Adrian C. Louis
Sharon Olds
Donald Revell

1991-92
Galway Kinnell
Amy Gerstler
Charles Simic

1990-91
Grace Paley

Derek Walcott
Jane Smiley
Jimmy Santiago Baca

1989-90 
Joseph Langland
Jorie Graham
Conger Beasley Jr.
Carolyn Forché

1988-89 
Tess Gallagher
Dan Jaffe
Charles Baxter
Linda Gregg 
 
1987-88 
Madeline DeFrees
Donald Justice
James McKinley
James Tate

1986-87
Padma Perera
Paul Zimmer

Richard Rhodes
Kelly Cherry
Phillip Lopate

1985-86 
William Stafford
Gary Gildner
David Ray
Janet Kauffman
Judith Minty

1984-85 
Donald Finkel & 
Constance Urdang
Marvin Bell
Robley Wilson Jr.
Miller Williams
Angela Jackson

1983-84 
Diane Wakoski
John Knoepfle
Mona Van Duyn
Jim Barnes
G.S. Sharat Chandra

The Missouri  
Arts Council, 
a state agency.

Readings 7 p.m.
All readings in Mabee Theater, Sedgwick Hall.
Book signings and receptions follow readings.

Midwest Poets Series, sponsored by The Center for Arts & Letters 
and the College of Arts and Sciences, enhances the literary  
and intellectual lives of Rockhurst University, the Kansas City 
community and the surrounding region.

Admission: $3 at the door.
No one will be denied admission for lack of funds.

Robert Stewart, Director, Midwest Poets Series.
Cynthia Cartwright, Director, The Center for Arts and Letters.

For information about this series or other Rockhurst University 
cultural events, call The Center for Arts and Letters  
(816) 501-4607 or (816) 501-4828 or visit  
www.rockhurst.edu/artsandletters.

Authors’ books are available for purchase at events  
from Rainy Day Books.

Robert Bly will present the annual Rev. Robert R. Burke, 
S.J., Memorial Reading on Oct. 20.

Sponsors The Stanley H. Durwood Foundation  
The Courtney S. Turner Charitable Trust  
The N.W. Dible Foundation  
The Robert R. Lakas S.J. Memorial Fund  
The Helen G. Bonfils Endowment  
      for the Fine and Performing Arts 
Richard and Jane Bruening Endowed Fund for the Arts
The Miller Mellor Association
James and Patricia Miller

KCUR-FM 

Robert Bly • Thursday, October 20

Robert Bly stands among the most important literary and cultural writers of our 
time. His dozen highly regarded volumes of poetry include Talking Into the Ear 
of a Donkey (Norton, 2011) and The Light Around the Body, for which he won the 
National Book Award in 1968. He is an important translator of Pablo Neruda, 
Antonio Machado, Rainer Maria Rilke, Tomas Tranströmer, Hafez and others.  
He has edited landmark anthologies, including News of the Universe, The Rag and 
Bone Shop of the Heart (with James Hillman and Michael Meade) and The Soul Is  
Here for Its Own Joy. Bly’s bestselling book-length essay Iron John: A Book About  
Men sparked the men’s movement of the early 1990s and defined a generation’s 
view of masculinity. He lives in Minneapolis with his wife, Ruth.

Michelle Boisseau • Thursday, December 1

Michelle Boisseau’s latest of four books of poems, A Sunday in God-Years (U. of Arkansas 
Press, 2009), has been described by Eleanor Wilner as “a unique blend of sensuality, 
rue, fresh insight, engaging candor, anguish, wicked humor, taut lyricism and a pungent 
dash of caustic.” Her book Trembling Air (Arkansas, 2003) was a PEN USA Award final-
ist; Understory (Northeastern U. Press, 1996) won the Morse Prize. She is co-author of 
Writing Poems (Longman), the most widely used textbook of its kind in the country. Her 
poems and essays have appeared in Poetry, Gettysburg Review, Yale Review, Georgia Review, 
Ploughshares and New Letters. The recipient of two National Endowment for the Arts fellow-
ships and two prizes from The Poetry Society of America, Boisseau teaches in the M.F.A. 
Program in Creative Writing and Media Arts at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Aliki Barnstone • Thursday, March 22

Aliki Barnstone is a poet, translator, critic, editor and visual artist. Her most recent 
books are Bright Body (White Pine Press, 2011), Dear God, Dear Dr. Heartbreak: 
New and Selected Poems (Sheep Meadow Press, 2010), Changing Rapture: Emily 
Dickinson’s Poetic Development (University Press of New England, 2007) and The 
Collected Poems of C.P. Cavafy: A New Translation (W.W. Norton, 2006). In the 
fall of 2006, Barnstone was a Senior Fulbright Scholar in Greece, where she 
did research for and wrote a sequence of poems, “Eva’s Voice,” in the voice of a 
Sephardic Jew from Thessaloniki who survives the Holocaust. She is a professor  
of English and creative writing at the University of Missouri-Columbia, series  
editor of the Cliff Becker Book Prize in Translation and director of the University 
of Missouri Workshops in Greece-Athens/Serifos. 

Walter Bargen • Thursday, January 26

Walter Bargen served as the first poet laureate of Missouri from January 2008 to 
early 2010. His 13 books include Days Like This Are Necessary: New & Selected 
(BkMk Press-UMKC, 2009), West of West (Timberline Press, 2007), Theban Traffic 
(WordTech Press, 2008) and The Feast (BkMk, 2004). His writing appears in more 
than 100 magazines, including Boulevard, Witness, Georgia Review, Iowa Review, 
Missouri Review and New Letters. He has received a National Endowment for the 
Arts fellowship, the Hanks Prize and the William Rockhill Nelson Award. Bargen 
graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia with a B.A. in philosophy 
and later earned a master’s in English education. His work as poet laureate set a 
precedent of service to this state that will last.    
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