
Greetings from the Department of Occupational Therapy at Rockhurst University. On behalf 

of the occupational therapy faculty we welcome you to our annual newsletter. Much has 

happened over this academic year and we hope to bring you the latest news about the    

clinical, educational, service and research activities of the department. So let's begin. 

Throughout 2010, Rockhurst University will celebrate the 100th anniversary of its charter 

and the 15th anniversary of the Department of Occupational Therapy. This year of reflection 

is marked with special events that commemorate our past and celebrate our present and    

future.  The University has several events planned to celebrate their anniversary with large 

centennial celebration set for September 23 -September 26 and the OT Department is     

planning a special celebration of our anniversary in November. Please mark your calendars 

for a special celebration on November 19, 2010. The details are forthcoming. 

 

This academic year is coming to an end. We are grading final exams cleaning out lab rooms 

as we are quickly gearing up for summer classes. The second-year students begin in June for 

their intensive 10 week "neuro" summer.  In July, we will admit a full class of 38 students. 

During the small break between classes, it gives us a chance to reflect on the year. This year 

was a very good year for us because have some "top-notch" students into our program. We 

are proud of our students and it gives us great pleasure to teach them as they prepare them to 

be future clinicians. We continue our commitment to service through course embedded   

service learning, our work in the OT- PT clinic at the Kansas City Free Health Clinic and 

thru the service trips we coordinate. In addition, the faculty kept themselves busy with 

scholarly activities through publications and presentations. I am very proud of the OT     

faculty at Rockhurst who show a tremendous dedication to the Department and the         

University. 

 

We divided this newsletter into three sections titled LEARN, LEAD , and SERVE as we 

continue our dedication to the Jesuit tradition. Please join me in celebrating our commitment 

to transforming lives and developing leaders and those who seek to make their world a bet-

ter place. 

Warmest Regards, 

Kris Vacek, Department Chair 
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Weõd like to hear from you and 

share your news in an upcoming 

issue of Therapy News. 

 

Please mail your news to: 

Rockhurst University 

Attn: Amy McPherson 

1100 Rockhurst Road 

Kansas City, MO 64110-2561. 

 

You may also email your news to: 

 

Kris.Vacek@rockhurst.edu 

 

Photos are welcome! 

LEAD SER VE 

LEARN  
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Fieldwork Update 
We currently are operating at full capacity will full enrollment 

into the OT program.  That means we are on our toes with     

fieldwork education.  We have wonderful students who come to 

us from all many places from California to Philadelphia.  We  

enjoy when our students bring their own personal diversity.  We 

have offered fieldwork experiences in many unique places this 

year across the United States and beyond.  Some unique field-

work experiences include treating individuals with Hansensô   

Disease in Ecuador, working with adults who are developmen-

tally disabled at a sports camp in Colorado, educating the       

government and hospital staff of St. Lucia about community-

based mental health, and treating the pediatric population in 

Chile. If you are interested in serving as a Fieldwork Educator for 

either a level I or level II fieldwork, we would love to hear from 

you.  Please contact Liz.zayat@rockhurst.edu.  

LEARN  

Lindsey Herbert completing a portion of a twelve 

Week fieldwork in Santiago, Chile 

OT students in St. Lucia  

High Pass Rate on National Board Exam 

In the past three years, 47 out of 49 of Rockhurst OT graduates passed the National Board for Certifica-

tion in Occupations Therapy (NBCOT) exam on their first try. That's a 96% pass rate; well above the na-

tional average (78%). We are very proud to have such a high pass rate and feel this is a direct reflection 

on the strength of our program. 

Pass Rate of Rockhurst OT Graduates on National Board Exam 

Year Number  
of OT Grads 

Number Who Took the Exam  Number Who Passed Pass Rate  

2009 25 25 24 96% 

2008 17 17 16 94% 

2007 6 6 6 100% 

 

National Sports Center for the Disabled 

Winter Park, Colorado 
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Congratulations to the MOT Class of 2010!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William  C. Bates  

Abbey Rachelle Bertalott  

Audrey Kristine Boyd - Ewing  

Nicole R. Boydston  

Leah Taylor Brendel  

Tanya Renee Brettmann  

Lindsey Jo Cherne  

Kathryn Julie Cooper  

Danielle Christine Copeland  

Lindsey Joy Herbert  

Erica Jo Hinson  

Carrie J. Keirns  

Daniel Albert Kennedy  

Brenda Diane Lee  

Samantha Louise Lester  

Brian Joseph Luebbering  

Jamie Lynn Luedtke  

Carrie Ann Martin  

Jennifer Louise Mattox  

Pass Rate of Rockhurst OT Graduates on National Board Exam 

Year Number  
of OT Grads 

Number Who Took the Exam  Number Who Passed Pass Rate  

2009 25 25 24 96% 

2008 17 17 16 94% 

2007 6 6 6 100% 

 

Keri Lynne Nance  

Margaret Mary Obermeyer  

Erin Michelle Osborn  

Jamie Marie Pool  

Alisa Ann Reichenberger  

Sarah Jane Sanderman  

Bradley John Schmidt  

Krystle Reneé Seigler  

Trey K. Shandy  

Morgan Rene Rousseau  

Shelby Lee Shurtz  

Rachel Ann Stieren  

Sharon Marie Tripoli  

Monica Agnes Walter  

Sarah Christy Werth  

Denise Marie Willemin  
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~Eleanor Roosevelt 


